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May 5, 2008 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
Subject:  Support for Additional Funding for the San Francisco Estuary Institute's Survey and 

Removal of Exotic Oysters from San Francisco Bay 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I am writing to convey the strong support of the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (Water Board) for further funding for the San Francisco Estuary Institute's (SFEI) 
project to "Survey and Remove Exotic Oysters from San Francisco Bay." SFEI is requesting 
$225,000 from the Coastal Conservancy for partial funding for three years to carry out this 
important project.  
 
The Water Board is the lead agency for protecting and improving the waters of the state in the 
San Francisco Bay region. One of our top priorities is to reduce the adverse impact of invasive 
species on the Estuary through prevention, control, eradication and education. Unfortunately,  
San Francisco Bay's natural resources have been heavily impacted by invasive species and the 
opportunity to stop another possible invasion is of critical importance in protecting native 
species. The oyster Crassostrea gigas, exotic to San Francisco Bay, is fast-growing, smothers 
other native species, and competes with the already endangered native oysters. 
 
SFEI's Dr. Andrew Cohen is a highly respected scientist with nationally recognized expertise 
particularly related to invasions of San Francisco Bay. Dr. Cohen has developed an efficient 
project design to respond to this latest threat and has worked on other exotic species removal 
actions. The project includes an advisory committee that includes resource managers, land 
owners, NGOs, and other agencies to oversee and ensure the integrity and success of the project, 
The Water Board participates on this advisory committee and strongly supports this important 
and worthy project.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas Mumley 
Assistant Executive Officer 
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